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Fully booked

IT WAS A CONVERSATION WITH
HER MOTHER ABOUT THE
DEARTH OF ARABIC LANGUAGE
EDUCATIONAL TEXTS that set
Jinanne Tabra on a course that
would see her business dubbed

the ‘Arabic Amazon

Waords by Rachel Morris

In just two years, Jinanne Tabra has
developed Araboh.com, an online
resource of titles for people living
in non-Arab countries who seek
fun, educational books for all ages
incorporating Arabic themes.
Books are stocked in Arabic,
Arabic/English, and Arabic/French.

As a child with Arab heritage,
growing up in Scotland with a
Scottish mother and an Iragi father,
Tabra struggled to keep the essence
of her Arabic language heritage.
Her family moved to Iraq for a year,
back to Scotland, and then settled
in Doha, Qatar.

“My Arabic is not as strong as

| would like it to be as an Arabic
woman. That's the case here with
Qataris growing up in Qatar and
Emiratis in the UAE; even in the
Arab world, there is such a focus
on English;”she says. “The spoken
language is very different from
what you read or write!

Tabra says her experience is
not unigue.,

My mum is a librarian (in Qatar)
and she was talking about how
Arab parents come into the library
and complain that their children
keep taking home English books,”
Tabra says.

‘It was really a lightbulb moment,
and immediately gave me the idea
that we need an online Arabic
bookstore like Barnes & Noble

or Amazon, where people from all
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over the world can have access
to Arabic resources!

With the essence of an idea, Tabra
used the resources available to her
at Carnegie Mellon University in
Qatar — the Doha campus of the
world-renowned business school -
to help her incubate it.

She drew on the faculty for advice
on different aspects of her business
plan as it developed; but it was
Professor George White, who
teaches an Entrepreneurship course
at the university, who remains her
‘ongoing mentor:

The business is based out of Sharjah,

in the United Arab Emirates, as it
offered her Freezone status, and
enabled her to bypass red tape
procedures for sending and
receiving books.

Today Araboh.com stocks more
than 1,000 Arabic language titles.
Her customer base stretches from
libraries in Scandinavia and Australia
to individual buyers in the USA.
Among Araboh’s custormers are

US soldiers serving in Irag, who
order children’s Arabic dictionaries
so they can learn the language.

But in the future for Tabra is a
Masters in Education, rather than

a more expected MBA."| think

of myself in education [rather] than
in business,’ she says, &

To read this interview in full, please
visit www.oryxinflightmagazine.com

Tabra'’s first step after the
initial brainstorm with her
mother was to look up
domain names and catchy
titles for the business.
"Araboh.com happened to be
available”she says. In the Gulf
Arab countries, adding the
suffix’'oh’to a name is a term
of endearment.

“It’s like a nickname. It's more
often used for little kids'
names. It makes it more

informal, | tacked on the 'oh’
to’Arab’ to indicate thatit's
about Arab communities, it’s

! informal, it’s family-like, which

is reflective of what Arab

communities are”

HOMETOWN HEROES
Tabra's business heroes
remain close ta her adopted
hometown of Doha.

“Growing up'in Doha, the first
person who comes to mind is
| Her Highness Sheikha Mozah

bint Nasser Al Missned
(second of the three wives
of H. H. Sheikh Harmad bin
Khalifa Al-Thani, Emir of the
State of Qatar) Tabra reveals.

“I've never really looked
toward big figures; my dad
has been my biggest
influence on my life, and
as a business person he has
always been my number
one‘go-to'guy, the first
person | bounce ideas off”
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